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MINUTES 

 

Sunrise Energy Metals 

Community Consultative Committee 

 

 Community Consultative 
Committee 

Meeting Date: 
Commenced: 

30 July 2026 
1:45pm  

Independent 
Chairperson: 

David Ross (DR) (Via Teams) 

Member Attendees: 

(In person) 

• Narelle Sunderland (NS) – Community representative 

• Helen Quade (HQ) – Community representative 

• Vicki Swadling (VS) – WCC 

• Ally Coe (AC) – WCC 

• Cr Neil Westcott (NW) – Mayor, Parkes Shire Council 

• Cr Bill Jayet (BJ) – Councillor, Parkes Shire Council 

• Bronwyn Flynn (BF) – Sunrise Environment, Approvals & Community Lead 

• Mike Wood (MW) – Sunrise Regional Manager 

• Geoffrey Newcombe (GN) – Project Director, Syerston Scandium Project 

Member Attendees: 

(Online) 

• Dennis Brady (DB) – Condobolin Chamber of Commerce representative – left 

the meeting at 2:32 pm 

• Geoff Rice (GR) – Parkes Chamber of Commerce representative 

Invited Guests: Nil 

Observers Nil 

Apologies: Cr Steve Karaitiana (FSC),Cr Megan Mortimer (LSC), Ian Greenham (LSC), Des 

Ward (DW) 

Venue: WCC Centre, Condobolin 

Minute takers: Mike Wood, Bronwyn Flynn 

Close: 3:52 pm 

 

1. Welcome & Introductions 

 

David Ross welcomed all members to the Community Consultative Committee (CCC) meeting. 

2. Pecuniary Interests 

 

DR declared that as an Independent Chairperson, he is paid to chair the committee, appointed by the 

Secretary of the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI). DR asked the committee 

if anyone had any new declarations to make regarding pecuniary interests.  No changes needed to be 

declared. 

3. Business Arising from previous minutes 

 

DR asked whether the minutes of the previous meeting were true and correct.  All agreed they were 

and approved the previous minutes. 

BF was to provide DW with an email with respect to the pump testing data.  This will be followed up and 

sent to DW. 

DR stated that he had contacted LSC regarding their non-attendance at CCC meetings.  Ian Greenham 

stated he would become one of the LSC representatives on the CCC, along with Megan Mortimer. 
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A deed of variation to the voluntary planning agreement in place with the Lachlan, Forbes & Parkes 

shire councils for the project has been negotiated and agreed. BF to send the updated agreement to 

the CCC members for information. 

4. Correspondence Report 

 
Relevant local, state and federal government correspondence is included as a slide within the 
PowerPoint presentation (please see attached). 
 
BF shared relevant ASX releases on the project with CCC members.  These are also available on the 

Sunrise website. 

5. Sunrise Project Update - Presentation 

 

Project Update – Geoffrey Newcombe (please refer to attached slides) 

Q & A relating to project funding 

BJ asked: Can you confirm that starting in early 2027 is a definite? 

GN replied: At this stage of understanding, we will commence works at site early in 2027. The pipeline 

is the main focus and begins later this year. 

NW asked: What impact will any delay in board approval have? 

GN replied: None for this year as we have sufficient capital available to proceed with the planned 

procurement activities. 

Q & A relating to water pipeline & bore fields 

NW asked: Regarding water, do you own the borefields for the project? 

GN replied: The bores are located on private land and all have been installed, we have an agreement 

for lease arrangement in place with the land owner.  We own the water licenses and the bores. 

HQ asked: Will this run along Ootha Road? 

GN replied: Yes, the pipeline follows the road reserve for the majority of the route. 

NW asked: Could the pipeline be installed in the adjoining farmland? 

BF replied: It could, however, the pipeline is approved to be installed in the road reserve and 

approvals required to change this would take a number of years. 

HQ asked: Could the pipeline be installed under the road? 

BF replied: No, the councils won’t allow this. 

DR asked: When do environmental surveys of trees along the pipeline route take place? 

BF replied: A few weeks before clearing. 

DR asked: What communications have taken place with government regarding the pipeline 

installation? 

BF replied: We have had several meetings with Forbes and Lachlan Shire Councils regarding the 

pipeline route, engineering design details and planned construction methods and timing. The NSW 

DPHI has been kept informed of our planned construction timeframes for the pipeline. 

HQ asked: Will clearing of vegetation along the pipeline route take place prior to a Final Investment 

Decision from the board? 

GN replied: No. 
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NW commented: It’s important to manage the community impact associated with any vegetation 

clearing activities.  He shared experiences from clearing activities that took place for the Parkes 

Special Activation Precinct. 

BJ asked: How are habitat trees managed along the pipeline route? 

BF replied: Habitat trees are already allowed for in the design with the pipeline alignment adjusted to 

avoid as many identified habitat trees as possible.  There is also an inspection of trees carried out by 

a subject matter expert such as an ecologist prior to clearing. 

NW asked: Extraction of water from the aquifer seems minimal compared with the earlier planned 

Nickel / Cobalt project? 

MW replied: Yes. The Scandium Project requires approximately 1/10th of the water that was needed 

for the larger Nickel / Cobalt project. 

NW asked: How far underground are you putting the pipe? 

MW replied: The pipe will be buried approximately one metre below ground. It will be 250mm so the 

trench would be approximately 400-500mm wide. 

DR: When will water modelling be available? 

GN: We will be commencing the updated modelling for the Scandium Project needs in the coming 

weeks, and we expect to be able to share the outcomes of this modelling later this year. 

HQ asked: Where the pipe crosses a creek, will it be strapped to the bridge? 

MW replied: We are looking at potentially attaching to the bridge at Bumbuggan Creek, but would 

have a separate pipe bridge at Goobang Creek. 

Q & A relating to the planned relocation of the 22kV powerline  

NS asked: That is the powerline that supplies our house, will power outages be required for the rerouting 

of the powerline? 

MW replied:  We will need to work in with Essential Energy.  However, we expect the line construction 

can take place without outages and a planned power outage would just be required to connect the new 

redirected line. 

HQ asked: Will this require clearing? 

MW replied:  An easement corridor has already been allowed for the power line relocation along Fifield 

– Tullamore road within the Mining Lease. 

Q & A relating to the planned road upgrades 

HQ asked: Is Sunrise involved in the Platina Rd upgrades? 

GN replied: No. 

HQ asked: Is the planned intersection upgrade the intersection near the church in Fifield? 

GN replied: Yes. 

Q & A relating to the planned plant changes 

HQ asked: What is scandium trifluoride? 

GN replied: Scandium trifluoride is a scandium product used as a feedstock for production of scandium 

metal. 

HQ asked: Is it smelly and are there any emissions? 

GN replied: No, however waste from this process will need to go to a licensed waste facility. 
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HQ asked: Does it have a stack? 

MW replied: Yes, there will be a number of stacks within the processing plant area.  In terms of 

emissions, we aren’t planning to produce our own sulphuric acid as was the plan for the larger Nickel 

Cobalt project. 

HQ asked: Will you connect to the existing 22kV line? 

MW replied: No, this has minimal spare capacity without upgrading the line. 

ACTION: SEM to notify the CCC when the Modification is submitted to DPHI and when it goes 

on public exhibition. 

HQ asked: What is the noisiest part of the project? 

GN replied: The tailings dam construction during the construction phase and the hum of the process 

plant once we are in the operations phase. 

NW asked: Where will the limestone come from? 

MW replied: A local quarry, possibly Ezy Lime or West Lime. 

NW asked: What size Solar / BESS is planned? 

MW replied: Site load is between 2.5 to 3 MW so the power plant will be fairly small. 

NW asked: Where will the waste material from the mining activities go? 

GN replied: Most of the waste will be used for the tailings dam construction.  Low grade material will be 

stockpiled for future processing depending on the economics. 

Q & A relating to Modification 8 

BJ asked: Where will the project modification documents be available during the public display period? 

BF replied: These will be available online through the NSW DPHI website with hard copies available at 

the Lachlan, Parkes and Forbes council chambers. 

NW asked: Who records the baseline air quality data for the project? 

BF replied: Sunrise does.  We use dust monitoring equipment installed onsite since 2019.  We use an 

independent laboratory to analyse the depositional dust samples and the particulate matter monitors 

measure continuous air quality for PM10 and PM2.5. 

DR commented: The baseline data recorded will be critical once construction and operations 

commence. 

Q & A relating to community update 

BJ asked: How much did you sponsor the ABBA festival? 

MW replied: We were one of their major sponsors and provided $5,000. 

HQ commented: Condobolin businesses are currently hurting from the recent closure of Mineral Hill 

mine. 

GN commented: Our preference is to accommodate as many as possible of our construction workforce 

in Condobolin as this is the closest (large) town to the project site. 

HQ commented: It would be good to talk with the Trundle Central School about the Project and she 

would pass information on the Project onto the Trundle Progress Association. 
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6. General Business 

 

DR asked members what had been their big takeaways from the meeting? 

GR replied:  Will be good to use local labour for the project. 

NW replied:  Good to see the project going forward.  I have a fear of environmental controversy.  

Sunrise needs to ensure there are no surprises.  They may need to think outside the box when it 

comes to managing environmental impacts associated with tree clearing.  Pleased that Sunrise is 

moving forward with a smaller project that has much less noise, dust and environmental impact. 

BJ replied:  This Project is exciting for the region but need to keep the community onside. 

AC replied:  Important to focus on community engagement.  WCC has a lot of engagement with 

mining companies.  WCC has been invited to present at an International Mining Conference in 

Sydney in October to showcase their positive engagement programs with mining companies.  WCC 

provides opportunities to improve quality of life for indigenous community members. 

NS replied: I’m hearing that this Project is going ahead and it will provide growth and employment 

opportunities for the region. 

HQ replied: The community may not be aware of the pending planned project construction activities.  I 

have concern with the potential impact on near neighbours.  I am worried this will be a stepping stone 

to the larger Nickel / Cobalt project proceeding.  I suggest three monthly CCC meetings as Project 

activities ramp up.  Mentioned a Santos gas pipeline she had involvement with which was being 

underbored.  Sunrise could consider this approach for the water pipeline to minimise vegetation 

clearing. 

DR replied: Given the increase in project activity, future CCC meetings are likely to be held more 

frequently and be approximately two hours duration.   

 

7. Next meeting  

 

The next meeting is proposed for the 15th October 2026.  Time and location to be confirmed closer to 

the date. 

Meeting was closed at 3:52 pm. 

 

ACTION ITEMS 

ITEM ISSUE RESPONSIBILITY 

1 Provide the PowerPoint presentation to DR for distribution 
to the CCC members. 

BF 

2 Follow up with BF on the request from DW for the pump 
testing data. 

BF 

3 Notify the CCC when Modification 8 is submitted to DPHI 
and when it is placed on public exhibition. 

BF 

4 Provide the executed VPA Deed of Variation to the CCC. BF 

 


